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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2010.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (chairman), John Williams, Colin Chapman, Sue Chapman and Sarah Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), Kelly Greenwood (PCSO) and five members of the public.

************************ ************************************

The Chairman opened the meeting by introducing Mrs Sue Chapman, who had been co-opted to fill the Parish Council vacancy.

1. Apologies
None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the May meeting and the statutory annual meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment.
4. KCC and CCC reports
No CCC representative. The KCC report was taken later, see blow.
***************** ***************** ********* **********

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· Hollow Road junction with Old Tree Rd.: it was pointed out that road markings here were virtually invisible and there are no other signs to indicate priorities. The Clerk agreed and said he would report this

· “Free Trees” scheme: the clerk was asked to investigate and secure our allocation of trees.

· Play area: this is apparently looking a bit messy and the bark is thin on the ground. The RoSPA inspection is due next month, following which we will consider options for the surfaces which are currently “barked”. The clerk will ask the grass-cutting contractor to attend to the weed situation.

· Kelly Greenwood, our new PCSO, was introduced to the meeting. She acknowledged the traffic issues and said she would be doing some speed-gun work as soon as possible.

**************************** ******************************

84

5. Planning
There was nothing to report.
6. Report of the Clerk/RFO
Invoices approved for payment:

1. Clerk: £270.92 (salary £234.89; expenses £36.03)

2. James Pughe for grass cutting: £35.00.

3. Village Hall (concurrent function grant, for insurance and alarm inspection): £830.37 
4. KT Fire Protection (Village Hall, concurrent function grant) £44.65.

Other matters:

· Cash book and bank balance: at 31st May: £14,539.12 (plus Business Select a/c £16.34.)

· The new insurance is now in place with Aviva, via Came & Co

· One query has just been received from the Audit Commission in respect of last year’s accounts. The clerk has replied.

· Another penalty notice has been received from HMRC, no reply having been received to the Clerk’s previous letters in respect of the first notice. The Clerk has spent a considerable time on the ‘phone (again) trying to resolve this and has written more letters. He remains confident that these notices will be cancelled.

· The application form has been lodged with Lloyds TSB and the Clerk is hopeful the new bank account will be open soon.

· Footpath CB99: the footpath warden has walked this and reports it is incorrectly signed. He is reporting this to KCC.
· Prince of Wales: copy letter received from local resident who is suffering from the parking situation. The Chairman has spoken to the pub landlord but there is no easy solution. The Chairman will speak to the relevant property owners next door to see if they’d be happy for us to put up some signs. Clerk to write to the correspondent, explaining the position and intended actions.

· Airstrip: CCC have written, saying the owners have not breached their planning permission. Cllr Chapman referred to a recent email from a parishioner which was marked “confidential” and noted that correspondence with the PC could not be regarded as confidential in the event that circumstances demanded full disclosure. This view to be conveyed to the correspondent.
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7. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Chapman: Youth Council – where have we got to? The Clerk to enquire of the relevant parties.
Cllr Williams reported that he will be moving the Kill your Speed signs again. He asked Mr Marsh about interactive speed signs. Mr Marsh said the installation of these was still his intention but that there were currently no specific plans. Cllr Williams also referred to the pothole situation. Mr Marsh said work on these would continue for some months throughout the county. Cllr William to re-circulate the previously reported details. The Clerk to ensure these are brought to the attention of KCC Highways.
The Chairman reported that the Parish Working Group are meeting on 30th June and he will circulate a survey about the work of this group.

The Chairman referred to the current consultation period relating to the new KCC minerals plan. Mr Marsh recommended we email KCC asking for full details of all local minerals and waste sites, both actual and potential.
Finally, the Chairman thanked Cllr Chapman for his outstanding service during his five years of chairmanship and presented him with a gift token. (NB not paid for out of Parish Council funds!) These sentiments were wholeheartedly endorsed by the meeting.

8. Any other business and date of next meeting
Cllr Williams asked if there was any progress on the allotments project? The Chairman reported that a suitable piece of land had been identified but we needed to ascertain who owned it.

At this juncture, Mr Marsh gave a KCC update. The new government having scrapped the “spatial strategy”, previously set housing targets had been abandoned. He thought this might have implications for planning applications. The new Lord Mayor of Canterbury is Mr Pat Todd. Mr Marsh said we should think about bringing issues to his attention if we felt other avenues were not producing the right results.

The next meeting will be on July 14th at 7.30 pm, in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.10 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

June 11th 2010.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
Michael Nugent, Chairman, Hoath Parish Council.

